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valuable information contained in even an inferior
novel that in all the sociological treatises that ever
have been or will be written."

" Oh, come!" cried Parry.

" I assure you," replied Ellis, " I am serious. Take,
for example, these unfortunate creatures who are in
process of elimination. To the sociologist their
elimination is their only raison d'etre. He cancels
them out with the same delight as if they were
figures in a complex fraction. But pick up any
novel dealing with the life of the slums, and you
find that these figures are really composed of
innumerable individual units, existing each for him-
self, and each his own sufficient justification, each a
sacred book comprising its own unique secret, a
master-piece of the divine tragedian, a universe self-
moved and self-contained, a centre of infinity, a
mirror of totality, in a word, a human soul."

" All that I altogether deny," said Wilson, " but,
even if it were true, it would not affect the socio-
logical laws."

" I don't say it would. I only say that the socio-
logical laws are as unimportant, if possible, as the
law of gravitation."

" Which," replied Wilson, " may be regarded as a
reductio ad absurdum of your view."

" Anyhow," I interposed, " we are digressing from
our point. What I really want to know is whether
Wilson has any more light to throw on my difficul-
ties with regard to his notion of the species."

" I have nothing more to say," he replied, "than-1
have said already."

" But I have!" cried Dennis," and something very